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Every story needs a beginning, especially the story of the 20th century. As good a place &
any to start would be the spectacular Hall ef Mirrors in the Palace of Versallles, the
residence of the last King of France before the French Revolution. It was in this hall, on 1
January 1871, the 58 anniversary of the Battle of Leipzig, that King Wilhelm Friedrich
Ludwig | of Prussia was proclaimed Kaiser Wilhelm | of the German Empire after the
Franco-Prussian War. The defeated French were not amused and would not forget.



